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DATE:

March 28, 2011




REQUESTED BY:
Jon Thompson, Health and Social Development Secretariat
SUBJECT:
E Health Update
PURPOSE:

To update the NFNHTN on the eHealth file.  
CURRENT STATUS:
· National eHealth Advisory Committee (NeHAC) met Feb 15 and 16th in Ottawa

· See attached Draft TOR

· Reviewed and prioritized recommendations from National eHealth Policy Forum

KEY ISSUES/FACTS:
Priority #1 – Implementation and Sustainability

Action:  

· Develop FN eHealth Framework to align community priorities and requirements with Infoway and Health Canada approaches

· Use Framework to lobby for First Nations envelop at Health Canada and Infoway

· Establish partnerships with Health Canada and Canada Health Infoway and others to support eHealth advancements in First Nations

Status:

· Draft eHealth Framework in development.  Working with consultant Jay Lambert and Infoway Architect on framework.

· AFN is chairing a panel presentation at the National eHealth Conference (COACH) in Toronto May 31 on the requirements for a First Nations eHealth Strategy.  Will partner with the Health Canada, Infoway and FN eHealth experts as panel members.  Opportunity to showcase FN eHealth to large audience and get FN eHealth on National stage. 
· Encourage NeHAC to attend if budgets allow.

Priority #2 – Data and Governance of eHealth Data


Action:

· Work on First Nation position as it relates to eHealth data.  

· Define types of eHealth data – ie) Personal Health Information versus Aggregate data

· Develop repository of Data Management Agreements

Status:

· Started to work on definitions and draft position paper.  Goal is to present a draft at next NFNHTN meeting.

· Building website for NeHAC members to post repository of Data Sharing Agreements

Priority #3 – Develop Human Resources Capacity to manage eHealth Networks/Manage Data, etc


Action:
· Network with Health Canada, Canada Health Informatics (COACH), HRSDC, INAC, to identify best practice and develop national strategy

Status:

· Working with AMC to expand Manitoba First Nations ICT Accredited training program as best practice

Other updates:

FNIHB eHealth Funding for 2011/2012

1. Panorama – $7.9 million for governance and planning through the FNIH Regions.  (Next fiscal $17.3 million for implementation).  Includes BC/YK, SK, MB, ON, QC, NFL.  

· AB/NWT using different surveillance tool “Atlas” as well as NB.  Not sure about NS.
2. Health Infostructure Strategic Action Plan (Infostructure) - $500,000 for Readiness Assessments.  

3. Telehealth Sustainability - $6 million to sustain existing projects across the country.

Connectivity-

· No funding for connectivity by Health Canada in 2011/2012 budget

· Connectivity under INAC Infostructure fund

· Linking with Judy Whiteduck on Connectivity working group  
· Continues to lobby for eCommunity approach (eHealth is an enabler for community broadband strategy).  Includes development of Position Papers on ICT Infrastructure; First Nations Broadband – O & M and Sustainability; and Labour Force/Human Capacity.
· Continue to lobby for additional funding for broadband (separate from INAC Infrastructure Fund).  
RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. Define First Nations position at it relates to eHealth Information Governance
2. Define key concepts for position paper 

1. Defines data as it relates to First Nations 

· Personal Health Information 

· Aggregate data 

2. Supports FN Community definition of governance

3. Builds capacity for FN to manage data at each level – Community or Tribal Council, Regional, National

4. Explore human resource requirements for data management

5. Supports interoperability and flow of data between First Nations and Provinces or Territories

6. Sets foundation for the development of Data Sharing Agreements

PREPARED BY:
Donna Williams, eHealth Coordinator
ATTACHMENTS: 
National eHealth Advisory Committee Draft Terms of Reference
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